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IMPACT
T

he buzz that greets each team in the arena is
electric, shivering with excitement.
Forty thousand spectators crowd the Fisht
Olympic Stadium, taking in the elaborately
choreographed performances of the opening
ceremonies. It’s Sochi. It’s the scene of the 2014 Winter
Olympics.
Then comes that moment. The moment each set of eyes
strains to see. The arrival of the Olympic torch.
The torch is not eternal, but is relit in Olympia, Greece,
a few months before each Olympics. It has traveled more
than 40,000 miles to reach Sochi in a relay involving snowmobiles, jet packs, sleighs, camels and even a journey into
space.
And still, it’s not the torch itself that forms the center of
the Olympic tradition—or the Olympic impact. According
to Thomas Bach, President of the International Olympic
Committee (IOC), the Olympic precedent for global cooperation and ethics raises the value of the games above
the worth of a few gold medals.

“Together with the political authorities, the IOC wishes to set an example for peace and solidarity in the quest
for a more humane society,” Bach told the UN General Assembly. “Our partnership clearly illustrates that ‘Olympic
principles are United Nations principles’.”
But those principles, colored in triumphant gold, silver
and bronze, are tarnished by the impact the Olympics has,
both on its host nation and on the participating world—
an impact that bears significant, and at times controversial, implications.
Economically, the Olympics is a high-stakes gamble with
a tendency to put its host cities into debt. In 2004, for example, summer host Athens began with an Olympic budget of $1.6 billion and ended up spending $16 billion in final
costs, according to a paper published by the Institution
of Civil Engineers. The Sochi games are purported to be
costing Russia $51 billion, the highest budget in Olympic
history, according to The Guardian.
Impact continued on page 3
Article by Abigail Pollock World/National News Editor
Illustration by Luke Secaur

The cost of
entertainment

Finding Jesus in the And the Oscar
natives
goes to...

Super Bowl winners Trojans fly in
and losers
Florida

Mega-sporting events have international appeal, but the human cost
may be buried under the profits. Pg. 3

The Lighthouse teams came back to
Taylor bearing stories and memories.
Now they’re ready to share their favorite moments. Pg. 4

The game was a blowout, but the ads
kept us watching. Pg. 7

The nominations for the 86th Academy Awards were recently announced.
Which films will win the statue, and
which films should instead? Pg. 6

The baseball and softball teams got
off on the right foot this season as
they each went 2-0 in Florida for their
season-openers. Pg. 8
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“I’m wondering if people are thinking we’re
cheating here, because we had teams in
second and third and seventh.”
Math club divides and conquers
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TOP FIVE NEWS EVENTS OF THE WEEK
4 arrested in connection with
drugs in Hoffman’s apartment
www.cnn.com

Winter storm leaves Northeast states
without power
www.america.aljazeera.com

Sochi’s Opening Show: Let Putin’s
Games Begin
www.hosted.ap.org

Judge Extends Delay of 9/11 Case at
Guantanamo
www.abcnews.go.com

Career expo seeks

ONLINE
TEASERS

collegiate internships

Employers gather in
Indianapolis to offer
internships to Taylor students
Chris Yingling
News Co-Editor

One of the most stressful parts of
the college experience just got much
easier thanks to an event that offers promising opportunities to Taylor students.
A collegiate career expo is being
held in the Marriott Hotel in downtown Indianapolis for students of Taylor and 13 other universities in the
area. The expo brings in over 100 employers from all different industries
who are looking for student interns.

“More and more employers
are viewing internships as
three month long interviews/
job training opportunities.”
“Any student would be lucky to go
to a career fair like this,” said Sara
Wainscott, senior intern at the Calling and Career Office. “It’s never too
early to start networking.”

The five-hour event offers students
the opportunity to walk around to
booths set up by various businessess,
and talk face-to-face with potential
employers. This personal interaction sets up for good conversations
and possible internships, according
to Taylor’s Coordinator of Internships
Emily Bryan.
“(It’s an) invaluable opportunity for
students to interact with . . . potential
employers with face-to-face conversation,” Bryan said. “(It) further enables
students to gain a widened perspective of the job and internship opportunities available outside of their
current network.”
Getting a leg up in the competitive
internship market is incredibly important as students look to further
their careers. The expo promises to
be very diverse, bringing in industries
all over the spectrum, according to
Wainscott. Represented at the expo
will be industries covering everything
from business and marketing to computer and exercise sciences.
It is continuously getting tougher
for students to find careers in the field
that they enjoy or desire to work for,

‘Sepideh: Reaching
for the Stars’

What happens when an Iranian girl dreams
of the stars? A Sundance Film Festival tells
the story of a woman who strives to fulfill her
dreams in a country that denies them. Today

Bryan said.
“As the job market becomes increasingly competitive, employers are
increasingly interested in students’ or
graduates’ experiences outside of the
classroom,” Bryan said.

“Any student would be lucky to
go to a career fair like this.”
The expo is open to all Taylor students, regardless of academic year. In
addition to offering employment opportunities for upperclassmen, the
event serves as a tool for underclassmen to make connections and identify potential career paths.
Internships are pivotal to finding
full-time employment, according to
Taylor’s Calling and Career Office.
Students who plug themselves into
internships develop skills in their respective fields while also gaining social and business skills while working
in the professional environment.
“Internships, in particular, give students the opportunity to not only develop their technical and soft skills
but also enables them to see if a certain field or organization is a good

Photo provided by Sara Wainscott

The collegiate expo provides great opportunities to anyone looking for internships.

fit for them,” Bryan continued. “Furthermore, more and more employers are viewing internships as three
month long interviews/job training opportunities.”
The expo is on Feb. 13 in the Marriott Hotel in downtown Indianapolis,
running from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. Additional information may be obtained
at callingandcareer@taylor.edu or by
contacting Kim McGary in the Calling and Career Office. Signups for the
expo must be completed and turned
in today in order to be excused from
all Thursday classes.

Math club divides
Taylor math team places
high in MATH Challenge

and

Hannah Haney
News Co-Editor

Not many students would choose to
spend their Saturday morning solving complex math problems. But
for the students in Taylor’s Mathematics Club, the opportunity to participate in the Michigan Autumn
Take-Home (MATH) Challenge was
not to be missed.
The challenge took place on Nov.
2, 2013, but the results didn’t come in
until December. Taylor teams took
second, third and seventh place.
“For a lot of us, I think it feels like
there is something fun about the challenge of it, just to see how good you
can do, because it’s so hard,” said junior Claire Spychalla, whose team
took third place in the MATH Challenge. “So there’s no shame in failing
and getting a zero, but then it’s super exciting if you get any points on
these tests.”
According to the team’s co-coach
and professor of mathematics Matt
DeLong, the MATH challenge is a
group competition. Students work
in teams of three to solve 10 different
problems in just three hours, without the aid of any printed resources or technology. Each problem is
worth 10 points, for a total of 100

conquers

possible points.
“I’m wondering if people are thinking we’re cheating here, because we
had teams in second and third and
seventh,” commented Phil Mummert,
co-coach and assistant professor of
mathematics. “It’s pretty amazing.”
Just like any team, the math team
meets regularly to prepare for various
competitions and tests.

“We are currently very thankful
to be blessed with a bumper
crop of mathematics majors
who are sincere Christians,
excellent mathematicians and
joyful people to interact with.”
“We have several evening practice sessions, during which we learn
new problem solving techniques and
practice problems similar to those
that will be on the exam,” DeLong
said. “We call these nights ‘Pizza
and Problem Solving,’ and obviously
we provide pizza as well as the problems. These are open to any Taylor
student, not just those that may be
interested in competing in the actual competitions.”
Students typically select their own
teams, according to DeLong. This allows students to only participate in
competitions they are interested in
and compete alongside people they

Investors dump Twitter stock
as results divide Wall Street
www.reuters.com

work well with.
Along with the MATH Challenge,
Taylor also participates in other
math competitions, including the
Virginia Tech Regional Mathematics
Competition, the Indiana Collegiate
Mathematics Competition and the
Putnam Competition.
Taylor participates in these competition for several reasons, according to DeLong.
“(The competitions) give our students extra challenges outside the
classroom, to give them an opportunity to solve problems that may
be more ‘interesting’ and ‘fun’ than
they sometimes find in their classes,
to measure our students and program
against other competing schools and
to give our students an opportunity to
work together in a setting that is both

academic and social,” DeLong said.
All of the members of the math
club are very happy with Taylor’s performance.
“We’ve just got really great students
who have a lot of initiative,” Mummert
said. “This is not something they have
to do, it’s not a requirement for their
major, it’s not required by any classes.
They want to learn more than that
and get more than what they might
learn in class.”
DeLong was also very proud of
his students.
“We are currently very thankful
to be blessed with a bumper crop of
mathematics majors who are sincere Christians, excellent mathematicians and joyful people to interact
with,” he said.

An international
classroom

Taylor alum Jessica Hussey is challenged
and blessed by her Nigerian classroom,
where she teaches fourth graders from
four different countries. Monday

War over the Internet:
what’s not being
discussed about
net neutrality
Net neutrality is a confusing concept, but
could completely shape the way that
the internet is accessed. Tuesday

Walk for a cause

People from all around Grant County gather
together and walk for a good cause: helping
the homeless of Grant County. Wednesday

Science slidings

Scientific research has changed the
world. Now, some say that it might
need to change itself. Thursday

Math club co-coach Phil Mummert poses with club members Claire Spychalla, Todd Fenstermacher, Joe Kasper, Daniel Crane, Josh Keirs and Ethan Gegner.

Photograph by Olivia Jessup

In The Loop
Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

FACULTY VOICE
RECITAL DR. CONOR
ANGELL, 7:30 - 9 p.m.,
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

WOMEN’S
BASKETBALL VS.
SPRING ARBOR
UNIVERSITY, 1-3 p.m.,
Odle Gym

LAP SWIMMING, 2-5
p.m., EAW Lap Pool

SPIRITUAL RENEWAL, MEN’S BASKETBALL
7:30-8:30 p.m., Rediger
VS. INDIANA
Chapel Auditorium
WESLEYAN
UNIVERSITY, 7-9 p.m.,
Odle Gym

Wednesday Thursday
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL
CHAPEL, 10-10:45
a.m., Rediger Chapel
Auditorium

THURSDAY NIGHT
ENCOUNTER, 8-10 p.m.,
DC Atrium Lobby

WORLD & NATIONAL

“The Olympic Games, the Olympic
athletes and in particular the
Olympic Village are a powerful
symbol of breaking down the barriers
of cultural differences.”
IMPACT
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Impact continued from page 1

Half of all revenue goes to the International Olympic Committee,
and most host city businesses beyond the tourist industry do not see
a notable increase in profit, according to The Atlantic.
On the other hand, host countries can use the platform of the
games for economic benefit. Investments into needed transportation and public infrastructure, like
that undertaken by Beijing in 2008,
can provide lasting benefits. Some
cities benefit from the financial investment by finding public uses for
the Olympic architectural projects
that cost hundreds of millions to
build and maintain, according to
The Atlantic.
So if the draw isn’t the money,
what are Olympic hosts gaining
from this extravagant mega-event?
The cultural impact may overshadow the economic losses. Cities see the Olympics as a chance
to step onto the world stage and
showcase the aspects of their cultural heritage and society of which
they are most proud. The Olympic
logo, emblem and mascots are crafted to communicate a specific message to the outside world. The cities

themselves undergo massive renovations. Overall, hosting the Olympics encourages national pride and
can boost long-term international
recognition and tourism, according
to the Institution of Civil Engineers.
The spotlight, too, has its downside. Every city has secrets it would
prefer to keep hidden, even as international scrutiny bears down.
This year, the news coverage building up to the Sochi Olympic ceremonies has been largely focused on
the unpreparedness of Sochi that
has left athletes and reporters without drinkable water, doorknobs or
even floorboards, according to The
Washington Post.
Concerns about the Olympics
also come from watchdog organizations. According to the Human
Rights Watch, Russia is perpetuating a host of injustices in order to
host the games. One example is the
forced evictions of Sochi residents
without compensation to make way
for Olympic venues and infrastructure. Another is the abuse of migrant workers, more than 70,000 of
whom were hired from outside Russia, who may be victims of human
trafficking. Such laborers often have
their travel documents confiscated
and are forced to work in dangerous

Photography by http://www.teamusashop.com/

Ralph Lauren designed gear for the USA Winter Olympic Team.

Actress Ino Menegaki lights the 2012 London Olympic torch in Athens.

conditions for no pay.
Preceding the 2014 Sochi Games,
Russia has been denounced for suppressing political opposition and independent journalists, according to
Human Rights Watch. President Putin’s signature of anti-LGBT legislation into law on June 29, 2013, which
violates the stance of the Olympic Charter, has also caused many
Olympic athletes and delegates to
protest or boycott this year’s Winter Games.
In his speech to the UN General
Assembly, Bach stressed that the
Olympics must remain politically
neutral without being “apolitical”, in
that the sport movement “must consider the political, economic and social implications of its decisions”.
In spite of this, many world leaders and interest groups use politicization of the games to increase
international pressure and further

their national interests. President
Obama, British Prime Minister David Cameron and French President
Francois Hollande, along others,
chose not to attend the opening
ceremonies in concern over Russia’s
human rights record, according to
Los Angeles Times.

So if the draw
isn’t the money,
what are Olympic
hosts gaining from
this extravagant
mega-event?
But despite the misgivings regarding Russia’s ethics and politics, few
nations have advocated an all-out
boycott of the Sochi games. Further,

the adoption of the UN resolution
for the Olympic Truce highlights the
spirit of international cooperation
which the games uphold even in
the midst of conflict. According to
Bach, the Games set a standard for
peaceful global interaction which
more than make up for the costs behind each medal.
“The Olympic Games, the Olympic athletes and in particular the
Olympic Village are a powerful symbol of breaking down the barriers
of cultural differences,” Bach said.
“They serve as an example of mutual respect and non-discrimination.”

Abigail Pollock

World & National News Editor

71371

A
MARKET
NAMED AFTER
BEST OVERALL
LARGE FUND
COMPANY
The Lipper Award
is based on a review
of 36 companies’
2012 risk-adjusted
performance.

Bull markets tempt investors with short-term
gains. At TIAA-CREF, we invest wisely, for the
long haul. It’s earned us the 2013 Lipper Award
for Best Overall Large Fund Company. That’s
how we deliver Outcomes That Matter.

Intelligent, informed investing.
Award-winning performance.
Get started at TIAA.org/award.
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Photograph by www.inberaksyon.com

NEVER TRUST

AN ANIMAL THAT
TRAMPLES PEOPLE.
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The Lipper award is given to the group with the lowest
average decile ranking of three years’ Consistent Return
for eligible funds over the three-year period ended
11/30/12. TIAA-CREF was ranked against 36 fund
companies with at least five equity, five bond, or three
mixed-asset portfolios.
TIAA-CREF mutual funds have achieved high rankings over
various asset classes and market cycles. The 2012
Lipper/Barron’s overall ranking was determined by weighting
five fund categories in proportion to their overall importance
within Lipper’s fund universe. TIAA-CREF’s overall ranking
was 10th out of 62 mutual fund families for one-year
performance, and 29th out of 53 mutual fund families
for five-year performance. TIAA-CREF did not qualify for
the 10-year ranking. Past performance does not guarantee
future results.

Consider investment objectives, risks,
charges and expenses carefully before
investing. Go to www.tiaa-cref.org for
product and fund prospectuses that
contain this and other information.
Read carefully before investing.
TIAA-CREF Individual & Institutional Services, LLC, and
Teachers Personal Investors Services Inc. ©2013 Teachers
Insurance and Annuity Association – College Retirement
Equities Fund (TIAA-CREF), 730 Third Avenue, New York,
NY, 10017. C11806A
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“It was incredible to see just how tight-knit
everyone was.”
Finding Jesus in the natives
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Finding Jesus in the natives
Lighthouse teams connect
with each other and local
youth during time abroad
Angelina Burkholder
Life & Times Co-Editor

It’s 6:45 in the morning. Eighteen Taylor students stand scattered around,
silently watching God paint a story
of red, orange and yellow against the
backdrop of the Ethiopian mountains. Time seems to stand a little
stiller immersed in the foreign culture and land of Yetebon, Ethiopia.
Pausing to catch the sunrise is only
the first stop.
“God’s beauty, that was incredible
to see,” said junior Nathaniel Ryan.
“You could just see God’s beauty evident through the whole compound.”
The Ethiopian team lived in a compound and completed various service
projects while teaching and discipling
the local students. Relationships blossomed with the natives as the team
poured into the lives of the children
around them. Through simple words
of reassurance, they gave hope to the
dreams swimming around in those
giant brown Ethiopian eyes.
“In Ethiopian culture . . . there’s not
a lot of reassuring. The impact that
we can make on those kids with just
encouragement was an impact on

me,” Ryan said.
Their mission, their encouragement and their adventures pushed
the team closer together and created
a deep bond among all the students.
“Team unity was big,” Ryan said. “It
was incredible to see just how tightknit everyone was. We were able to
get into any combination of people
and be effective.”
A couple thousand miles northeast from the Ethiopian team, another group of Taylor students were
starting their own Lighthouse journey in Spain. With a different culture, different environment and a
different mission, the Spain team
was juggling both a class and ministry outreach. They lived within a local
university environment and fulfilled
the requirements of Contemporary
Christian Belief.
“It was like a year’s worth of learning
all packed into two and a half weeks.
It was really challenging, but really
great,” said senior Meghann Bowman.
At night, the team gathered in a giant circle with popcorn and led discussions over the material they had
learned that day, inviting local students to join to learn more about Jesus and apologetics.
“We have Bible classes, we have
that foundational core that’s holding us down, but we don’t get to use

“Coming into the trip, I had expectations that
were very different than what we actually experienced. Little did I know that we would form
a friendship that would open my eyes and become a significant part of my personal experience. I went in with expectations that were not
met. I came out having been tested spiritually
in ways I couldn’t have imagined, and a friendship that I hope will last for a lifetime.”- Senior
Josh Meredith

Photograph by Dr. Brad Seeman

it very often,” Bowman said. “This
class was ‘here’s your armor, go to
battle tonight.’”
The Spain team also completed service projects for a local church and
worked to connect the college students from that church with the college students at the university. On
their last day in Spain, they presented to the church on the apologetics
they learned.
“I’ve grown a ton in my evangelical confidence,” Bowman said. “I
feel comfortable now having a conversation with someone who’s not
a Christian. I have a strong foundation to stand on when I go into
those conversations.”

“This is Emanuel, a boy that our team got to
spend time with at Hogar Casa Luz, an orphanage in Ayacucho, Peru. Through these interactions with the kids, we were challenged to have
faith to ask God to work in big ways like he did
to heal and rescue so many of the children.” Senior Beth Hicks, senior

“On the last island we stayed at we had a serious
conversation about marriage with our family.
This simple conversation that my group and I
had with this man and his family really affected him and later he brought it up at another
house where more of my group was at, and he
was able to hear a little bit of the Gospel.”- Junior Val Schiller

Unexpected encounter
Angelina Burkholder
Life & Times Co-Editor

A mixture of students and natives
sit in a circle. Tension floats around
each member in the room. A pastor
sits at the front facing a couple. The
girl, clad in traditional Nepali dress,
glances around nervously, pulling her
shawl up to cover her face. The man
sits next to her, hood up, head down.
A translator tells the couple the students are only here to observe.
“We didn’t really know what we
were going (to Nepal) for,” said sophomore Zack Taylor. “We didn’t have a
specific goal that we knew of.”
The pastor begins the questioning

and the stories don’t match. “We’re
married.” “We’re siblings.” “We’re
engaged.”
The couple was stopped earlier
by Tiny Hands International at the
Nepal/India border, where thousands of Nepali girls have been trafficked across into India to be sold as
sex slaves and brides. This was just
one more couple whose story didn’t
seem to add up. Taylor and his fellow
teammates watched as Tiny Hands
attempted to free the girl from her
trafficker.
“It was really difficult,” Taylor said.
“It’s one thing to see the statistic and
then to see the face of a girl who’s being trafficked.”

ANGELINA

The Spain team led faith-centered discussions with local college students.

Dear Angelina, what should I do
when I fall on the ice?

Photograph by Celeste Harris

Taylor students in Ethiopia taught
academic classes for students.

Lighthouse snapshot memories

“Ethiopia was nothing that I expected. Seeing
these kids who have so little by American standards, yet are so full of joy, taught me so much
about what in life is actually important. I expected to teach them, but they taught me.”
-Senior Celeste Harris

ASK

“The Guatemala Lighthouse trip was eye-opening and very educational.The faces I saw and
the beautiful people I met taught me the most
important lesson from this experience—the
ministry of reconciliation and missions is not
a job or a trip but a lifestyle.” -Junior Elise Heyen

“During our trip we got the opportunity to visit
several children’s homes that take in street children and orphans. Part of our team got to spend
time loving on these children, teaching them
American songs, and letting them teach us Nepali songs. These children were such a blessing
in our lives and were so full of joy and Christ’s
love.” -Junior Shoshannah Wilson

Tiny Hands was able to rescue the
girl and help her realize the manipulation used to convince her to run
away to India with a complete stranger. The girl was saved, but the man
walked free.
“It’s like putting a band-aid on a
bullet wound,” Taylor said. “But ultimately, you can’t look at it like that.
You have to acknowledge that every
life is important.”
When the Nepal Lighthouse team
first arrived, Tiny Hands put them to
work in the classroom, where they
learned how powerful the grim reality of sex trafficking was in Nepal.
They never dreamed they would witness a rescue firsthand a couple of
days later.
“Good leads to good,” Taylor said.
“If you can save one girl, she might

grow up and decide that’s something
worthwhile to do. Saving a life.”

Photograph by Matt Walters

The Nepal Lighthouse team
developed relationships with
local orphans and street kids.

The penguins in Madagascar said
it best: “Smile and wave, boys, just
smile and wave.”
Slipping and falling in the winter is inevitable, especially this
year with our polar vortex and
bipolar weather. Now, the smartest thing you could do is attach
spikes/studs/nails/shrapnel to
the bottoms of your shoes. It’s like
the Alaskan studded winter tires,
but on your feet. This guarantees
you’ll be rooted to the ground with
every step you take. Of course,
there’s the chance you’ll just get
stuck, and then you’ll have the
problem of looking like a statue.
Pick your poison.
If you choose to risk it, here are a
couple tips. When you fall and you
think you’re alone, don’t give yourself whiplash looking for spectators. Someone always sees and it
just makes them laugh harder.
If people are nearby when you
fall, there is only one appropriate
thing to do. Laugh. Don’t make
the situation awkward by pretending nothing happened and
walking away quickly. If someone
asks to help you up, always oblige.
You just might meet your future
spouse that way.
Remember, when you do the
jerking-my-body-because-I-justslipped-but-didn’t-fall, you can
always brush it off by pretending
you were actually trying to slide
on the ice. It definitely works every time.
Dear Angelina, why are boys at Taylor so weird? Why can’t they just
man up and ask a girl on a date?
They are probably thinking the
same thing about you. “Why are
girls at Taylor so weird? Why do
they always want to go on dates?”
Now, if you think a guy at Taylor
likes you but isn’t asking you out,
chances are he’s one of two things:
a player or a Momma’s boy.
The typical player has a bajillion female numbers in his phone.
There’s the Tuesday night study
girl, the Friday morning breakfast after class girl, the Saturday
night after hours girl, and the Sunday morning church girl. They
all swoon over him and think he
has eyes for only them. Sorry to
burst your bubble, girls, but he
isn’t interested. He’s just attention-thirsty and probably broke.
Don’t expect any roses or chocolate this Valentine’s Day.
Now, the Momma’s boy can be
a more encouraging dilemma,
but if you end up falling for him,
it’ll probably be a relationship of
three. You, him and his mother.
These guys are still clinging to the
apron strings and as a result have
a terrible fear of asking girls out.
And why wouldn’t he? His momma cooks his food, washes his
clothes, folds his clothes, makes
his bed, cleans his room, cuts his
hair, packs his lunch. You get the
drift. Momma’s always going to be
numero uno.
So yes, Taylor boys are weird,
but so are the girls who go after
them. My advice? Don’t be desperate. You just might bait and hook
someone on campus who isn’t either of the above.
For further advice to your
first world problems, email your
questions to lifeandtimes.echo@
gmail.com
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Life hacks: college edition
Conor Olstad
Contributor

College is a time when students have
little to no money and are trying to
use their limited resources to make
life better. The solution? LifeHacks,
which are ways of using common
household items to make life easier.
There are numerous apps, websites,
and blogs devoted to LifeHacks. However, the most common place to find
new techniques is Pinterest, where
users can browse and share different
LifeHacks they have found useful. It’s
even happening here at Taylor.
“LifeHacks have changed how I see
things when I walk around,” said junior Aaron Benko. “Something can be
used in a totally new way and benefit
you differently.”
Most college students pack all their
belongings into a small dorm room,
resulting in a lack of organization.
LifeHacks are a way for students to
keep everything organized and more
accessible. Junior David Hestand also
uses LifeHacks to take the complication out of his life as a college student.
Often, he tries to discover new ways
to maximize his iPad volume.
“The easier life is, the better,” Hestand said.
To bring all the LifeHacks of a college dorm room together, check out
the diagram below to see exactly how
to capitalize on the possibilities.

Charging cords used daily can fall between furniture and are a pain to retrieve. A simple way to solve this
is to clip black binder pins close to where the cords connect. Now the cords stay organized even when they
are not connected to a device. Black binder pins can also be used to fix a broken keyboard. The clips fit on
the back to replace plastic tabs that are prone to break.

If you need more room in your
closet, use pop can tabs to connect two clothing hangers, and
the space will double. One hole
of the tab goes around each hook
so one hangs down.

Used toilet paper rolls in a cardboard box can sort various extra cords
that you only use occasionally. Then all the cords won’t get tangled
into a mess, and they will be easier to find later. A used toilet paper
roll can also be used to connect two foam cups together. After cutting a slit in the top, you can create a stand-up speaker for your iPod.

Losing the remote will never be a
problem again if you use Velcro. By
attaching Velcro to the side of your
desk, wardrobe or drawers, the remote will always have a home, and
you can avoid losing it in the couch
cushions.

Cords get tangled and it becomes
hard to distinguish which cord
connects to which outlet. Recycled bread tabs can be used as
labels so this confusion never
occurs.

Are you feeling lonely as Valentine's Day approaches? Do you know someone who
is desperate to give away or receive a coveted ring by spring? Is your classmate or
roommate desperate for a date night? The Life & Times page cares
and wants to help.
Next week, we’ll print your personal ads to ensure you a successful Valentine’s Day weekend.
If you need a date or are dying to set up your friend/wingmate/professor, send in a short ad
describing the perfect date and you just might find love this Valentine’s Day. Send your personal
ads to lifeandtimes.echo@gmail.com.

#TaylorU’s

DC RECIPE WEEK

OF THE

Not your mom’s peanut butter sandwich
Looking for a heartier version of a traditional peanut butter sandwich?
First, grab your choice of bread from the sandwich line, and spread a
couple little tubs of creamy, nutty goodness on both slices. Then, head to
the salad line for crunchy sunflower seeds and sweet raisins. After you’ve
piled on your toppings, drizzle on some sticky honey from the toaster area.
Smash the two sides together for a new take on this traditional favorite.

Email your inventions to
lifeandtimes.echo@gmail.com

Echograms #TaylorU

TOP
TWEETS
Jordan Miller @j2damolla
Props to TU’s snow removal crew.
You guys are awesome! #tayloru
Kristy Meissner @Kmeis
I think it’s time we make a Jay
Kessler Twitter account #tayloru
Joel Benson @InevitableJoel
Carefully rationing my Ramen
supply in order to avoid the trek to
the DC… #TaylorU #TrailOfTears
Sullivan Finlay @hugebluemonster
Ok so it’s still kinda weird saying
the word dinner... #tayloru #supper
Sara Padgett @sara_p5
About to be a great snow day!
Came right in time before my first
class! #tayloru
Jessi Butts @jessibutts18
Friends are finally coming back,
getting ready for new classes, and
I couldn’t be more excited for this
coming semester!! #TaylorU
Kristin Schwartz @keschwartz14
Debating which superhero folder
to use this semester. #struggle
#Spring2014 #TaylorU

em_hey: “Second Center Olson hasn’t changed much over
the last 30 years. #2COwolfpack #tayloru#mwpoe”

Alex_burt94: Chocolate Chai with Hazelnut, snow day, and drawing with
my girls. Yes, ‘tis almost a perfect day. #tayloru #charcoal #godhelpus

Beth Hicks @BethHicks
Love Wolgie life, but no matter
what apt I’m in, I’m always
convinced that trolls are having a
dance party above me.

A&E

“But really, what would the Oscars be without
some disagreement? Arguments over who
was snubbed and who should win are part of
the fun.”
And the Oscar goes to...
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Editor’s picks
Oscar Edition
David Seaman
A&E Editor

And the Oscar goes to...

paulaccessfans.com

Movies, music, books, TV: as an Arts &
Entertainment editor, I try to keep up
with them all. There is a lot of junk in
the entertainment industry, but there
is almost always something worth
recommending. These Oscar-nominated films are definitely worth seeing (and are either still in theaters or
on DVD).
“Gravity”

2013 was a good year
for films. But which
were the best?
David Seaman
A&E Editor

The nominations for the 86th Academy Awards were announced Jan. 16.
It is quite a mix this year, with movies ranging from epics featuring Sandra Bullock lost in space to comedies
showcasing Leonardo DiCaprio as a
sleazy stockbroker. “American Hustle,” David O. Russell’s latest film to
star aggravating characters, and
“Gravity,” the latest from mastermind
Alfonso Cuaron, lead with 10 nominations apiece.
There’s some notable nods to actors as well: Best Supporting Actress
nominee June Squibb, at age 84, is the
third-oldest nominee in that category,
and 23-year-old Jennifer Lawrence is
the youngest actress to be nominated for three Academy Awards. There
is controversy as well; the Best Original Song nomination for the title song
of “Alone Yet Not Alone,” an obscure
faith-based film, was revoked after
composer Bruce Broughton emailed
members of the Academy to make
them aware of his submission during
nominations voting. The exclusion
of the documentary “Blackfish” from
Best Documentary has also received
negative reactions. But really, what
would the Oscars be without some
disagreement? Arguments over who
was snubbed and who should win are
part of the fun. In the six major categories, here are the films and stars I
think will win and should win.
Best Picture: “American Hustle,”
“Her,” “Gravity,” “12 Years a Slave,”
“Captain Phillips,” “Philomena,” “The
Wolf of Wall Street,” “Nebraska,” “Dallas Buyers Club”
Will win: “12 Years a Slave”
The Academy loves a good historical drama. “12 Years” has all that and
more, along with fantastic acting and
cinematography. But to be perfectly
honest, I think there will be an uproar if it doesn’t win. Slavery and racism has far too long been a bane for
America, and this movie explores the
theme with such unflinching honesty
that a viewer is forced to confront the
horrors of the past. “12 Years a Slave”
won’t win because it’s the best picture
of the year, but because it’s the most
important one.
Should win: “12 Years a Slave”
Best Actor: Christian Bale in
“American Hustle,” Bruce Dern in “Nebraska,” Leonardo DiCaprio in “The
Wolf of Wall Street,” Chiwetel Ejiofor
in “12 Years a Slave,” Matthew McConaughey in “Dallas Buyers Club”
Will win: Chiwetel Ejiofor
Ejiofor plays Solomon Northrup

with such intensity and earnestness
that he makes Christian Bale and the
rest pale in comparison. I will also
say that Tom Hanks was snubbed for
“Captain Phillips.” Watch the last 10
minutes of that film and tell me that
is not fantastic acting.
Should win: Chiwetel Ejiofor
Best Actress: Sandra Bullock in
“Gravity,” Judi Dench in “Philomena,”
Meryl Streep in “August: Osage County,” Cate Blanchett in “Blue Jasmine,”
Amy Adams in “American Hustle”
Will win: Judi Dench
Dame Judi has been nominated
numerous times and won Best Supporting Actress for “Shakespeare in
Love” (in which she was on screen for
about eight minutes). Her unexpected warmth in a film like “Philomena”
and previous Oscar experience make
her my pick. The only competition I
see here is from Cate Blanchett and
Sandra Bullock.
Should win: Sandra Bullock
Sandra Bullock has proven herself
as a serious actor in the last few years.
Her vulnerable performance in “Gravity” was one of the best performances
of the year. It’s her facial expressions,
the way she reacts to a terrifying experience, that pulls the audience in.
Even with all the visual splendor, it’s
the very human performance of Bullock that grounds the film.
Best Supporting Actor: Barkhad
Abdi in “Captain Phillips,” Bradley
Cooper in “American Hustle,” Michael
Fassbender in “12 Years a Slave,” Jonah
Hill in “The Wolf of Wall Street,” Jared
Leto in “Dallas Buyers Club”
Will win: Jared Leto
This is tough competition. But, for
me, Leto is a sure lock. The Academy
loves a transformative performance,
and the multi-talented 30 Seconds
from Mars frontman definitely

transforms himself into the transgendered Rayon. Even if you disagree
with the performance on a moral level, he is still utterly convincing in the
role in “Dallas Buyers Club.”
Should win: Barkhad Abdi
In an genre known for overacting,
Abdi is a quiet triumph. His chilling
and subtle performance as the Somali pirate Muse in “Captain Phillips” is
even more impressive given that Abdi
is a first-time actor. He makes the role
his own; his lust for money and acceptance take him down a dark and overwhelming path, and his willingness to
go that far gives the film great nuance.
Best Supporting Actress: Sally Hawkins in “Blue Jasmine,” June Squibb
in “Nebraska,” Lupita Nyong’o in “12
Years a Slave,” Jennifer Lawrence in
“American Hustle,” Julia Roberts in
“August: Osage County”
Will win: Jennifer Lawrence
America and the Academy can’t get
enough of Lawrence. At 23 she has already been nominated twice for Best
Actress, winning last year for her
nutty performance in “Silver Linings
Playbook.” She’s equally crazy here,
but it’s good crazy. Hollywood needs
more quirky stars like Lawrence, and
I think the Academy recognizes that.
Give the people what they want.
Should win: Lupita Nyong’o
Her broken performance as Patsey
in “12 Years a Slave” is yet another reason to watch the film. I’m hoping for
a win for her, but Lawrence is too hot
right now.
Best Director: Martin Scorsese for
“The Wolf of Wall Street,” David O.
Russell for “American Hustle,” Alfonso
Cuaron for “Gravity,” Steve McQueen
for “12 Years a Slave,” Alexander Payne
for “Nebraska”
Will win: Steve McQueen
No, not the “Great Escape” actor.

telegraph.co.uk

This McQueen has plenty of emotion and significance behind his style,
and his breathtaking cinematography
and long shots give even more gravitas to an already all-around excellent picture.
Should win: Alfonso Cuaron
Now here is a director’s movie. Every scene, every movement, every
breath of “Gravity” feels like Cuaron’s style. That magnificent 17-minute shot of George Clooney floating
toward you, uncut? All Cuaron. The
triumphant moment when Bullock’s
character emerges (one might say
evolves) from the water toward land?
That’s all him. Intensely emotional,
dramatically breathtaking, Cuaron
knows how each part of “Gravity”
will pull the audience in, investing
them in the grandeur of space and
the vulnerability of human life. It’s
very good filmmaking.
2013 was a great year for movies.
Veteran filmmakers and performers
proved their talent once again, and
newcomers redefined what make
movies so great in the first place. It is
all worth celebrating. Tune in March
2 on ABC to see Ellen DeGeneres
host the Awards. I hope you and I are
pleasantly surprised by the results.

Alfonso Cuaron’s thrilling space
drama has received 10 nominations,
all well-deserved. With beautiful cinematography and visuals, “Gravity”
is a wonder to behold on screen. It’s
best to see it in 3D and on IMAX to
receive the full effect. But that’s not
the only reason to see this great film.
Sandra Bullock pulls off one of her
best performances yet as Ryan Stone,
an astronaut stranded in space who
must overcome fear and use her limited skills to find a way back home.
It’s vulnerable, determined and very
real work. “Gravity” combines blockbuster visuals with human storytelling, which makes it one of the best
films in the Oscar race.
“Gravity” is still playing at IMAX
theatres in Indianapolis and Fort
Wayne, so see it while you can!
“Capitain Phillips”

“Captain Phillips” has been nominated for some prestigious awards,
including Best Picture and Best Supporting Actor for newcomer Barkhad
Abdi. The Academy was spot-on with
those nominations; “Captain Phillips”
is white-knuckle filmmaking smartly directed by “Bourne” director Paul
Greengrass. Abdi is also phenomenal
as deceptive pirate leader Muse. But
Tom Hanks, who for some reason was
not nominated for Best Actor, is the
glue that holds the film together. His
performance as kidnapped Captain
Richard Phillips is his best work in
years—tense, nervous, understated
and extremely believable. His acting
in the last 10 minutes of the film is
some of the best of 2013. Come see
“Captain Phillips” for the tense storyline; stay for the performances from
Abdi and Hanks. The film is still playing at the AMC in Marion, so check
it out.
“Prisoners”

aceshowbiz.com

‘When We Were on Fire’
Author Addie Zierman reads
from new publication
Kristin Gaffney
Staff Writer

This Tuesday several Taylor students
stomped through a snowstorm to
Euler, excited to hear guest speaker and author Addie Zierman talk
about writing and life. Zierman runs
a blog where she takes Christian clichés and redefines them into something deeper. The blog has slowly
gained popularity, and Zierman recently published her memoir “When
We Were on Fire.” Her book has been
named one of the Best Books of 2013
by Publishers Weekly, which states
that she is a writer to watch.

Zierman’s sense of self-worth and
strength showed in her ability to
come to students and talk about her
struggles with loss and depression.
She connects through her story. Zierman critiques the “What Would Jesus Do?” (WWJD) Christian culture
and the clichés prevalent in churches in her memoir, where she says that
that they crush emotions into definitive statements.
Zierman read three excerpts from
her book. She started the event by describing her childish fervor for God,
and the situations that led her to
live with depression in an unhelpful
church.
“I hadn’t figured out who I was
apart from the mania of this Jesus
culture,” she said, explaining how her

Students intently listen to Addie Zierman speak.

development in Christ was set aside.
Zierman also found new meaning in
the term “born again” when her son
was born. When she met a Christian
woman removed from the Evangelical
culture and jargon, Zierman began to
recover her faith.
“It’s not just about my story, this is
bigger,” Zierman said. She implored
students to love and listen to every
person; these are the best ways to
overcome depression. Loneliness was

Photo by Kari Travis

one of her greatest struggles. Yet God
found his way to reach her by manifesting through her writing. “When I
could not meet God in his Word, he
came to mine,” Zierman said.
Addie Zierman can be contacted
through her website, www.addiezierman.com, and “When We Were on
Fire” can be purchased online or in
a local bookstore via a search on her
website. E-books cost $9.99 and trade
paperbacks run for $14.99.

“Prisoners,” one of the better thrillers of the last few years, has been
nominated for Best Cinematography
under the direction of the legendary Roger Deakins. A veteran cinematographer for films by the Coen
Brothers and Sam Mendes, Deakins
brings to “Prisoners” a dark, dreary
but expansive feel. A town in Pennsylvania seems small and quiet, but
Deakins’ wide shots make it feel bigger, more sinister. The film is like that,
too; the disappearance of two small
girls seems like a simple kidnapping
but leads its protagonists to darker
and more complex mysteries. With
strong performances from Hugh Jackman, Jake Gyllenhaal, Melissa Leo and
more, “Prisoners” is terrifying, bleak
and haunting. It’s also very, very good.

OPINIONS
TheEchoNews.com

Super Bowl winners and losers
Jeff Yoder
Sports Editor

The Seahawks won. The Broncos lost.
But that’s not what I’m talking about
here. These winners and losers are the
companies whose commercials either
stole the show or flopped harder than
the Broncos on Sunday.
In an era of advertising where the
limit gets pushed and the line gets
crossed, Super Bowl XLVIII was no
exception. Sometimes the advertising gimmicks pay off and sometimes
they don’t. #EsuranceSave30 swept
the Twitter world while we watched
our precious ’90s “Full House” cast
turn from family-friendly to sexually suggestive—without involving the
Olsen twins—in less than 30 seconds.
And while the commercials were
more hit-or-miss than Peyton Manning’s throws, they were also more
entertaining than the game itself—a
43-8 Seahawks blowout—giving the
record-setting 111.5 million viewers a
reason to keep watching. So let’s recap the best and worst ads of Super
Bowl XLVIII, or Super Bowl 48. It’s still

Photograph by news-leader.com

“Full House” takes on yogurt and questionable behavior.

unbelievable that they use Roman
numerals for the greatest American
sporting event. Makes no sense.
Anyway, some companies that capitalized on their Super Bowl commercial dollars were Doritos, Coca-Cola,
Bud Light, Honda, TurboTax and Esurance. And while I’ll get to those
in a minute, I wanna first knock on
the disappointing ads of the night,

starting with “Full House” in Dannon’s
Greek yogurt commercial.
The commercial starts with John
Stamos (Jesse Katsopolis) eating yogurt with an attractive woman. When
he gets yogurt on his lips, she leans in
to lick it off. Sex appeal. Cool, I’ve seen
it before. No big deal.
Next, Stamos accidently drops
yogurt on his pants. The drop is

Well, that’s comforting
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I wash my clothes as little as possible.
I dry clean my jeans by hanging them
over a chair for a few days before rotating them back into action. I’ve got
a wool flannel going on a month and
a half of near-constant wear because
I just can’t make it stink. Synthetic
stuff reeks whether you wash it or not.
Mud and blood are badges of honor.
Even so, I do laundry on occasion. I
don’t care who you are, where you’re
from, what you did: Everybody runs
out of clean underwear (a point which
could serve as a wellspring of meaning and metaphor were one so inclined). Some of us have been doing
our own laundry for years, and some
just started winging it when we got
to college. Either way, we all have a
routine, and for a significant number
of us that routine includes the use of
fabric softener or dryer sheets. Maybe even both.
For the love of all things holy,
please stop!
See, I’ve been reading, which is

almost always a dangerous thing. I’ve
never used either of the products in
question (because, let’s be honest,
we’re lucky I use soap). I actually had
to do a Google search just to find out
what exactly they are intended to do:
make fabric feel softer, reduce static
cling and make it smell good.
I am admittedly more sensitive
to most chemicals than the average
person, so I never thought much of
having negative reactions to all the
perfumes and such present in the
laundry room. I just avoid it. What I
have been surprised by though is the
extent to which other people’s freshly cleaned laundry forces me to seek
fresh air.
Pantie folding party? Forget
about it.
I’m weird. I know that. Just because
a pair of freshly cleaned, static free,
soft-as-warm-butter pants is enough
to give me a sore throat and a headache doesn’t mean this stuff bothers anyone else in the least. But then
again, I was curious. These are products designed to stay in clothes after
they are washed, coating them with a
layer of chemicals that reduces cling

Synthetic stuff reeks whether you wash
it or not. Mud and blood are badges
of honor.
Well, that’s comforting
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accompanied by a stop in the background music and a disturbingly excited look on the woman’s face. Bob
Saget (Danny Tanner) and Dave Coulier (Joey Gladstone) join the scene to
begin cleaning Stamos’ pants and end
up chasing the girl away.
The yogurt is Greek. Stamos is
Greek. I get it. Yogurt so good you’re
going to want to lick it off a celebrity’s
pants. Sadly, I think “Full House” lost
its wholesome family appeal in just a
few seconds.
Another disappointment was Scarlett Johansson’s seductive pitch for
SodaStream. In 20 seconds, Scarlett
told me nothing about SodaStream
other than you can drink it out of a
straw . . . like normal soda.
And as usual, GoDaddy.com ads
seem to be getting dumber and dumber, including this year’s “It’s Go Time”
ad where bodybuilders sprint through
the streets to go get a spray tan.
The winners of our hearts on Super Bowl Sunday were Honda’s “hug
a friend” for car safety featuring Bruce
Willis, Doritos’ “time machine,” Coca-Cola’s “America the Beautiful” and
Bud Light’s “Up for Whatever” commercial featuring Ian Rapaport, who
didn’t know he was being filmed for
a Super Bowl ad. I can’t even tell you
what Ian did so YouTube it, please.

It involved Don Cheadle, a llama,
Arnold Schwarzenegger and One
Direction.
My second favorite ad of Sunday
evening was TurboTax’s “Make It Your
Day” commercial narrated by John C.
Reilly. TurboTax compares watching
the Super Bowl—if your team isn’t
in it—to watching that girl you love
dancing with another guy at prom.
They name him Sean. Reilly urges you
to make it your day, not Sean’s, by saving money with TurboTax.
Finally, my winner of the night was
Esurance and John Krasinksi with
the first commercial after the Super Bowl’s end. Though it wasn’t the
funniest ad, it was certainly the most
memorable of the evening. Krasinksi explains that Esurance saved 1.5
million dollars (about 30 percent) by
buying the first ad after the big game
and they decided to give it all away
to one lucky person who tweeted
#EsuranceSave30. The winner was a
29-year-old newlywed from Northern California.
Despite not winning Esurance’s pile of
cash and watching one of my favorite
childhood shows turn dark, one thing
that’s certain about Super Bowl ads
is that they’ll always be entertaining.

and makes them feel soft, while releasing fragrance gradually. If there
actually was anything toxic in fabric
softener and/or dryer sheets, even in
minute amounts, that would be a significant cause for concern. Wearing
garments on which they have been
used every day for a lifetime could
act as a constant low dose delivery, with chemicals being absorbed
through the skin and inhaled through
the nose.
The first thing I found out was
that reading labels doesn’t tell you
much, because not all of the ingredients are listed. Those that are listed
are vague categories. I want specific compounds.
Back to Google.
I did a search on whether dryer sheets were toxic, and the same
for fabric softener. Both queries returned numerous lists of common ingredients, with not much difference
between the two products. Alpha-terineol, benzyl acetate, camphor, ethyle acetate, linalool and pentane were
just a few frequent ones, and chloroform even made a few lists.
What a lot of these have in common is their link to central nervous

system disorders (which include everything from Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s to ADHD and migraines). Or
they are carcinogenic. Or they are on
the EPA’s hazardous waste list. Most
likely, they sport a combination of
these credits.
Granted, these chemicals are present in low amounts, and there are
plenty of other places you are exposed
to little bits of nasty stuff. That’s life.
But these products are something
with which you are in constant contact every day. That adds up.
Especially when you are looking at
diseases that normally don’t come until later in life, small acts of prevention
now are leveraged over many years.
Ditching these products seems to be
a simple and relatively painless measure to take. If you still want extra soft
laundry, I hear adding baking soda to
the wash does the trick. Throwing a
ball of aluminum foil in the dryer with
your clothes reduces static. I’ve even
heard there are brands of “all natural”
fabric softener, although I can’t speak
to their purity or effectiveness.
But please, stop blindly putting toxic chemicals on your clothes just because that’s how mom did it.
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Let your voice be heard!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by submitting your own letter-to-the-editor to
Hanson_Reed@taylor.edu by Wednesday at 5 p.m. Please keep the word count to 500-700 words.

TROJAN NATION

“We have a lot of confidence in the ability of
our pitchers to step in and get the job done.”
Trojans fly in Florida

TheEchoNews.com
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Trojans fly in Florida
Austin Kight

A

Sports Writer

fter coming off a successful season in 2013,
finishing 35-4 overall
and being crowned
the Crossroads League
champions for the fifth consecutive
year, the Taylor University baseball
team picked up right where they left
off, winning their first two regular
season games last week.
While the weather outside might
indicate otherwise, baseball season
is upon us. However, with Winterholter Field under two feet of snow,
the Trojans sought warm weather in
sunny Clearwater, Fla., where they

Photography by Timothy P. Riethmiller

Junior Hannah Klebesadel fires
a pitch late last season.

took on Clearwater Christian in Tuesday’s season-opener at Jack Russell
Stadium.
The Trojans were able to shake off
the Midwest winter and pick up a 13-0
win in game one.
Junior Josh DeGraaf (1-0) took the
mound and showed the Cougars why
he was named Crossroads League
Pitcher of the Year in 2013. DeGraaf
struck out eight and allowed only one
hit in five innings of work, picking up
his first win of the season.
“We graduated three starting pitchers, so it is important that some of
the guys step into those roles early
and get opportunities to show what
they can do against high-level competition,” said head coach Kyle Gould.
“We have a lot of confidence in the
ability of our pitchers to step in and
get the job done.”
Sophomore Kevin Fahy put the Trojans on the board in the top of the
fourth with a hard-hit two-run single down the third base line, giving
the Trojans a two-run lead heading
into the fifth.
The Trojan bats heated up again
in the fifth with a two-run bomb by
sophomore Danny Moorehead, helping the club to a 13-0 victory.
Closing out their Florida trip, the
Trojans moved to 2-0 with a 3-1 win
at Warner University Wednesday in
Lake Wales, Fla.
The team has its sights set on a
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PREVIEW
Men’s Basketball
(9-14, 3-9)
Schedule

2/8 Spring Arbor (H) 3:00 p.m.
2/11 Indiana Wesleyan (H) 7:00 p.m.
2/15 Goshen (A) 3:00 p.m.

Women’s Basketball (9-16, 4-9)
Schedule

Photography by Timothy P. Riethmiller

Junior Josh DeGraaf allowed one hit in five innings last week.

return to the national tournament,
and they begin their 2014 campaign
receiving votes in the NAIA Coaches
Top 25 Preseason Poll.
The Taylor softball team had a similar story, sweeping Northwood Saturday in their 2014 season-opener.
In the first game, senior Karon Earley got the bats going for the Trojans,
driving in a run at the top of the third
to put the team up 1-0. Two batters
later, junior Bethany Bates sent a ball
soaring over the left field fence, propelling Taylor to an 8-6 victory.
On the mound, freshman Maddie
Cornell (1-0) picked up the first win
of her career with Taylor, going two
and a third scoreless innings, giving
up only two hits in the process.

“The team played tremendous in
their first outing this season,” said
head coach Brad Bowers. “We hit the
ball hard and our pitchers pounded
the strike zone—it was really promising to see.”
Freshman Hannah Robbins dominated the mound in the second game
throwing a complete game while giving up three runs off of six hits.
The offense wasted no time, producing 16 runs over the five innings
of play to claim a 16-5 victory over
Northwood.
The Trojans will have the next two
weeks off before traveling to Owensboro, Ky., for a four-game series
against Brescia on Feb. 21-22. First
pitch is set for 3 p.m. that Friday.

2/8 Spring Arbor (H) 1:00 p.m.
2/12 Indiana Wesleyan (A) 7:00 p.m.
2/15 Goshen (H) 1:00 p.m.

Baseball (2-0)
Schedule

2/14 & 2/15 Cumberland (A)
2/21 Campbellsville (A)
2/22 Lindsey Wilson (A)

Softball (2-0)
Schedule

2/21 Brescia (A)
2/28 Midway (A)
3/1 Asbury (A)

Track and Field
Schedule

2/8 Indiana Wesleyan Invitational (A)
2/15 Purdue Invitational (A)
2/22 DePauw Invitational (A)

Women’s basketball breaks spell
Steve Nafziger
Sports Writer

The Taylor women stopped a threegame skid in their victory over Marian with a final score of 66-62 last
Saturday. The Trojans were powered
by senior Kelsey Bryant’s 26-point,
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Senior Kelsey Bryant drives baseline earlier in the season.

10-rebound double-double.
Taylor took a 20-17 lead off of a
three-point play by Bryant, which
they followed with an 11-2 run. Seniors
Ashley Fouch, Kelci Freds and Shayna Wood finished off the run with big
plays of their own, extending the lead
to 28-19. The Trojans held on to the
lead going into halftime with a 3025 edge.
Marian came out in the second
half fighting, tying the game at 39-39
before taking the lead. The Knights
widened their lead to six before Taylor came back to reclaim a 62-61 lead
off a pair of free throws by senior Becca Daniels.
Daniels knocked down a bucket in
the paint and Freds drained two free
throws to seal the win for the Trojans
in the waning seconds of the game.
Taylor shot the ball well throughout

the game, knocking down 46.8 percent of their shots and capitalizing on
80 percent of their free throws.
Bryant led all scorers, doubling her
season average with 26 points, shooting 8-11 from the field, while going 8-9
from the free-throw line and leading
the Trojans in rebounds with 10. Daniels finished the game with 13 points,
four rebounds and a block. Wood
added to the mix with eight points,
four assists and three rebounds.
The Trojans improved to 9-15 with
the win and 4-8 in the Conference,
pushing them into a tie for 6th place.
The women’s team played in the
early game of last night’s doubleheader at Mount Vernon Nazarene, losing
59-61 in a tight contest. Road games
continue for Taylor Saturday against
Spring Arbor with a 1 p.m. tip.
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Sophomore Emma Brattain floats past defenders earlier this season.

Men’s basketball falls to top-ranked defense
Trojans lose two straight
home games for first
time this season
Adam Kelly
Sports Writer
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Junior Kyle Stidom attacks the paint.

The men’s basketball team fell to the
top-ranked defense of NAIA Division
II Marian University 77-64 on Saturday in Odle Arena. The Trojans have
now lost four in a row, bringing them
to 9-14 overall and 3-9 in Crossroads
League play.
The Trojans shot 52.2 percent
from the floor but could not stop the
Knights from going 10-of-24 from beyond the arc and 50 percent from the
field. Taylor dominated in the paint,

scoring 46 points compared to Marian’s 27. But the Knights controlled
other key categories that sealed the
win for them, such as points off turnovers (14-2) and fast break points
(20-6).

“We have yet to
reach our peak as a
team and we know
that we can beat
any team once
we reach that.”
Marian was led by Aaron Evans and
his game-high 33 points. Two other
players added double figures. Sophomore Kyle Stidom led the Trojans
with 22 points, nine rebounds and

two steals. Junior Jesse Coffey also
added 15 points, and senior Josh Rikkonen dropped in nine points and six
rebounds.
The Trojans never held the lead in
the game as Marian scored the first
seven points and later went on a 9-0
run to take the lead at 20-11 with 7:17
left in the first half. Taylor stormed
back with a run of its own but Marian led 34-27 at half and would not let
the Trojans come any closer, despite
Taylor shooting 60 percent from the
field in the second half.
Taylor went 80 percent from the
free throw line but made only four of
seven in the second half. Marian went
to the line 24 times in the second half,
making 17. The Trojans went 4-for9 from beyond the arc but it wasn’t
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enough to match Marian’s 10 treys.
Taylor beat Marian in second chance
and bench points, 8 to 7 and 14 to 11,
respectively. The Trojans lost two in
a row for the first time on their home
court this season.
“We have yet to reach our peak as a
team and we know that we can beat
any team once we reach that,” Stidom said. “Every single game down
the stretch is a huge game for us and
we are approaching each game with
the mindset that it is a must win.”
The Trojans took on Mount Vernon
Nazarene last night on the road, looking to turn things around. Spring Arbor visits Taylor on Saturday at 3 p.m.
with the Trojans hoping to stop their
home court skid and add one to the
win column.
Athlete of the Week

Jared Reed
Year

Junior

Hometown

Perkasie, PA

Nickname

AC or J-Swag

Favorite pump-up song

“Name Game” (by Jessica Lange)

Funniest teammate

Flynn

Favorite track memory

Going 1 - 2 in the 800 with Rio my freshman
year at Conference

Key Stat

Won 800 meter last week; Crossroads League
Men’s Indoor Track Athlete of the Week
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